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“Tsushima 2023” Issue, A Turning Point
of Japanese Nuclear Waste Final Repository Policy?

Trial for Overcoming “Post-Suttsu” Deadrock
and Contradictory Bargaining-Processes
in the Realities of “Boundary Island”

Ono Hajime

Abstract

Although nuclear waste problem was known, only recently it became a
controversial political issue. Especially, high-level radioactive remain of spent
nuclear fuel must be isolated in deep geological disposal facilities for thousands of
years. Related to site-selection of final repository, Tsushima-city, a boundary
island next to Korean peninsula, was a hot topic. In June 2023, some groups
submitted petitions to the municipal assembly, requiring to apply for “literature
investigation”, the first step of the national project to find candidate places for
final repository. It led to fierce protest actions, and the mayor made the final
decision not to apply. “Tsushima 2023” issue, the third case following Suttsu-town
and Kamoenai-village which accepted “literature investigations” in summer 2020,
might be a turning point of the nuclear waste management policy in Japan. The
author who has written an article about Suttsu-problem in the 59-2 issue of the
Kogakuin University Bulletin will argue about “Tsushima 2023” case in this
article. After a survey in the first section, I will describe the political process
based on official documents and journalistic articles. In spite of general findings
about NIMBY-facilities in peripheral areas, I will clarify Tsushima’s peculiarities
compared with precedent cases in the third section. To write this article, the
author visited Tsushima. I thank all persons who cooperated on hearing and



information gathering.
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