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Shelley does not “use up” particular poetic form as Milton did,...Rather, his
work is characterized by a continual movement from one form to another in an
attempt to discover the particular advantages of each. ®
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I have adopted the stanza of Spenser(a measure inexpressibly beautiful), not
because I consider it a finer model of poetical harmony than the blank verse
of Shakespeare and Milton, but because in the latter there is no shelter for
mediocrity; for you must either succeed or fail. This perhaps an aspiring
spirit should desire. But I was enticed also by the brilliancy and
magnificence of sound which a mind that has been nourished upon musical
thoughts can produce by a just and harmonious arrangement of the pauses of
this measure. ®
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The Poem which 1 now present to the world is an attempt which I scarcely dare
to expect success, and in which a writer of established fame might fail
without disgrace.”
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I have exercised a watchful and earnest criticism on my work as it grew under
my hands. | would willingly have sent it forth to the world with that
perfection which long labour and revision is said to bestow. ¥
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The earliest dweller of the world, alone
Stood on the verge of chaos. Lo! afar
0’ er the wide wild abyss two meteors shone,
Sprung from the depth of its tempetuous jar:
A blood-red Comet and the Morning Star
Mingling their beams in combat —— as he stood
All thoughts within his mind waged mutual war,
In dreadful sympathy —— when to the flood
That fair Star fell, he turned and shed his brether’s blood. '?
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It was a Temple, such as a mortal hand
Has never built, nor ecstasy, nor dream
Reared in the cities of enchanted land:
Like what may be conceived of this vast dome,
When from the depth which thought can seldom pierce
Genius beholds it rise, his native home,
Girt by the deserts of the Universe;
Yet, nor in painting’s light, or mightier verse,
Or sculpture’ s marble language, can invest
That shape to mortal sense —— such glooms immerse
That incommunicable sight, and rest
Upon the labouring brain and overburdened breast. '®
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The everlasting universe of things

Flows through the mind, and rolls its rapid waves,

Now dark —— now glittering —— now reflecting gloom ——
Now lending splendour, where from secret springs

The source of human thought its tribute brings

Of waters, — '7
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You profess the immediate object of your efforts to be “the organization of a
society, whose institution shall serve as a bond to its members.” If I may be
allowed to understand my book on “Political Justice,” its pervading principle
is, that association is a most ill-chosen and ill-qualified made of
endeavouring to promote the political happiness of mankind. 2%
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- “Political Justice” was first published in 1793; nearly twenty years have
elapsed since the general diffusion of its doctrines. What has followed? Have
men ceased to fight? Have vice and misery vanished from the earth? Have the
fireside communications which it recommends taken place? --- 1 have at length
proposed a Philanthropic Association, which I conceive not to be contradictory,
but strictly compatible with the principles of “Political Justice.” *¥
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