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China’s Open Door Policy and Post Confucian Culture

Kikuma Uematsu

Summary

Confucian culture, based on its ethical value of “filial piety ”, has played large part in
forming various degrees of social order in the East Asian Region where the usage of
Chinese character is a common culture. Confucian social order is often regarded as “this
-world oriented” order, quite different from that of, for instance, Christianity or Islam.
This unique social order was originanted from a wisdom of family life of Chinese irrigation
farmer along Yellow River in which a patriarchal order within a family and native-village
relations played an active role. Thus an ethic of “ filial piety ” or family order was shared
in a village community and consequently became a nationwide order. In other words,
Confucian culture appears to hold two different levels of social order, one is based on blood
or native place favourd relations (primordial Confucianism), and the other is a national
order (state-supported Confucianism). Characterised by the two different levels of social
order, so-called “traditional Confucian culture” was shaped during Han dynasty whereby
the emperor Wo institutionalised Confucianism as a state religion for the first time in the
national history.

Later, although Confucianism itself was rejected by the communist regime of China, the
state-supported Confucianism as a national order, has survived and virtually supported the
new regime. As the open-door policies have become more apparent in recent China, the
traditional Confucianism has also started to change.

In the past, the Chinese family has lived on by relying heavily on the state Confucian
regime, however, the historical blood-oriented relations have now again been activated
ensuring the Chinese family could live on by itself.

Historical Confucianism. which has been an official dominated order, is now transform-
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ing into a more people-centered one. An example of this can be seen in the increase of the
non-state sector such as township and village-owned collective enterprises making full use
of the blood and native place oriented relations. On the other hand, a new type of
Confucianism is emerging and it may be called “entrepreneur’s Confucianism” that goes
beyond the blood relations but retains academic or workplace relations instead. Of
course, this new-type of Confucianism is also based on the falily-centered collective order
just as seen in the traditional Confucianism. It, however, can be defined as “post-Con-
fucian culture” in a sence that it realises the limits of state Confucianism and values a new
kind of social order based on academic relations that have largely contributed to the great

ecnomic significance.
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