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Colonel Moran and Count Sylvius:
On the Formation of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s “The Mazarin Stone”

I1zukA Satoshi

Summary

There are some similarities between two of the Holmesian short stories by Conan Doyle, ‘The
Adventure of the Empty House’ (1903) and ‘The Adventure of the Mazarin Stone’ (1921). The
latter is a novelisation of his drama, ‘The Crown Diamond’ (premiered 1921), which has the same
plot of the novelised version. We’ll inspect the three works, and verify that ‘The Crown Diamond’
is a dramatisation of ‘The Adventure of the Empty House’, and that the two villains, Colonel Moran
in “The Adventure of the Enpty House” (and also in “The Crown Diamond”) and Count Sylvius

in “The Mazarin Stone”, are originally the same character.
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