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Public School Reform under Charter School Movement (1)
—Critical Analyses of Charter Schools in Massachusetts ——

YAMAMOTO Yumi

The charter school movement launched in the U.S. during the 1990s. Some researchers and activ-
ists in Japan have given their strong attention to this movement and they highly evaluate it as
affording autonomy to teachers, parents and children.

But, in this article, the author clarifies the negative aspects of the system by analyzing the char-
ter schools in Massachusetts. MA adapted Education Reform Act in 1993. This act authorizes the
state to set educational standards and assess the educational performance shown by students, teach-
ers and schools based on these standards. This evaluation system is called as Massachusetts Com-
prehensive Assessments System(MCAS). This act also allows the government to give “charter” to
profitable or non-profitable organizations to turn over public schools and run them. Combined with
MCAS, charter schools tend to be aimed at getting high assessment under MCAS, and actually,
they got the high reputation in short term. Thus, not community based parent groups, but the
profitable and non-profitable organizations which develop their own curriculum and have nation-
wide influence almost monopolize the charter school market in MA. The situation of charter schools
in MA shows that the high evaluation shown by Japanese researchers and activists is not neces-

sarily true and it is too naive to see the system as realizing the educational autonomy.
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