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John Barton on the Poor Laws
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Abstract

John Barton’ s theory of machinery has been investigated, mostly with special attention
to its motivating Ricardo to alter his perspective on how the introduction of machinery
would affect workers. However, in order to capture characteristics of Barton' s economic
thought, his position on the Poor Laws, as opposed to Ricardo’s, also need to be investiga-
ted. This paper examines how Barton’ s position on the Poor Laws reflected his economic
thought.

Barton criticized Adam Smith’ s perspective that increasing national wealth would lead
to higher real wages and thereby higher population growth. Then Barton rejected the ar-
gument that rapidly increasing population and declining real wage could be attributed to
the Poor Laws.

He argued that improved productivity in central and south American mining led to
greater amount of precious metals in circulation and thereby declining real wages in Eu-
rope, resulting in increasing opportunities for employment and higher population growth.
From this perspective Barton concluded that the Poor Laws contributed to improved
living condition of working class. This paper shows that Barton s position on the Poor
Laws was based on his own theory on the relationship among growth of national wealth,

real wages, population, inflation and income distribution.
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WoOFEMHELT, HAORBIIBWT, YVEDOONIEEEDOLERFGTHI Ex LM T
BHDOPTTL Do DX M, BEBERLOARETAEY, BEE2ETEELIE
HehoTEZLLTWS, [BLIBBEIDVLTHIERRIIZALPOEEEZ L OLTR
W, FREHBLZETAZLICL o TTIEASLT, HEHEF/EIFHEL TV LEKXD
BRELHICHLT—HOMEE2 525628, 200 L3 Z05@BE0OT 2 LET HHE
MEH5252LI25oTTHbE, bizLidEZ S| (Barton 1817, 64 : F, 79-80),

T2, N= M EIREENTBHEORBERCELRET LI LIIB/ELLD, BRIELEC
HXFELUDPTHEEINTLEIMBEREEL TRV, N—FYi2ihuE, HEEDHI T
BROICHBEINLZOE, ol bEMTIIRVETHDL L SND, BRFUFRIDITH S
NBEANZZZDEIBRANLATHLIEND, W= iE [HXEBRICL>TRYLTHNS
KEBTDOHED, ZOHADRHMEZR ZHSITHKHENDLEVIDIE, HRABRETHS
(Barton 1817,65 : §1,81) & LTwh,

W=t Vi, BEEZOLOIZOWTIE, BEMETELEEEESETORT, SEHHER
BOEEZWETLOIHL o2 EFEMT 50 7225, ZOEAICE %) IR L TR
BVHDOTIERNZ 0D, FEDBRIEIZIZLT L A Tidk v,

bLPEEZEILETA20THNE, N— Y IZOHBEENEDIPEEL VI AL, @
ER SN TCWEWEEPAToR75EHE, ORR, 77, BRIV FHEERIZ RS 7258
H, ORTARIE, T THEREZEZLILEND S EEERT S, TOLT, /N—FUid,
O BIEICHEH X FYORIE ERBREIIOVTHRE LT b,

BRAREDI-DIZHXFLEZEILL, FEBL LTHNIN T BH 2R ROFEED
BRHIZCEPELETHENUROND, N—=F Y ITOMELEMAT S5, REOFEE
TZOEENFHINIE, EPICEREIMIOLN A WEEED 5. 7208, ZOEEHNE
EEAREEICHTONSL L OIE, BHAIMIIOLES LERL2 v, T2 ZORIL, K¥E
EBICRESFEHBORFL VI AT, ZEXFUAIYIHEIEEAN- PV ERHETW
bo Fio, MRICXHARFE, BWEE () CI2BAFELVSLRBRIIOWTY,
FHIBERBBIZBITVZAZWE LT, FREEBHESNL, TR6DZ RS, N—F Vi
FEERCRBEETEEORF I H 7o T, BEXRFUPDLIEI LI EEZRBRL TV
(1bid, 67-9 : #, 83-5)

wIZ, W= MREEFHE T SRBREL YD 55 E DR LIZOWTRE LT
Who ZOLEIE, KESLOLDRHETAHRPEINSI LIS, N— M IZINE,
CORHOEZESE T 2720 LKL, B¥MBEOTE ThHol, 727570, CoFRE
DD T ZHIEHEFE L T EbIFTld% L, b NIGBREIZERRAAIMEZHIET 2 F %
ZREL T 5, BHESOWEM, BIUALEM A SE, BERNICERESORILE
WETELLVWIDTHbS, TD2HIZ, N— b IFEEHBOHIRER, HEBOEKIZISU/2E
BRI THLELTWD, T2, TTICAELTLE o AOBEADOIFIZOWTIE, B/
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MRHADOBEIRENTH S L EREIND, 2 EROEHRK, BLXUOENEE~NDOERKE VW)
ZEEEzzNE, BRI SEWNTREMANOHMEOHF LT LWEGHLLNTYS (Ibid, 71-2:
A, 87-8);

RBIIN— L, @OBLUV@OOTBEDON LI TLHEFBIIOWTIE, HFHAIERIC
WoTRZBDHFLFLVERL TS, ZOB, BHOAFREEZ TOOIBICA S5 HHE
BEOOOMEEL, RECARNEDOzODOMAELIE, FITTEEINLEREXTHLL@WELN
TW5b (Ibid, 77-8 : R, 94-5), F7285— i3, HFESICIEEO T T ERARETEYAT
HTHHOIL, BERROBEAZRNELNETIHHADRDH L E2BOTND, 7272
FARZORIIOWT, BROFERDOEIHRMADT Ty OET DY, TSAREHRLAIE
THBPATETH L0 TV ERGRL TV, 51T, FEOECHFHAIIHT 581
TIRIIOWTIE, DLABROBENEZEDL L LTI LTWwh, N—bckiud, B+
HEEADECELE Do TREZEMRTAZ LD, HFHEGFEHROOIIATRTHY, 2
TRITHERRE %S (bid, 79 T, 96),

HO

N— b iE 18 B~ 19 MDD L FY A TOHEHERHRORBE/L, A
£037253N T2 THRIENEEABES 2 L EC, dRRIilcoE it LA
L, a—uy N TORERHBEOWMMSZORRTH S LR L. KiCEhE, EERT
WEEMC L YT EHICEE L2, ZREESEZCHAIL TN 2oz, &
IHhLAELLEEESEOETIE, BMEARBEICBW TRBEROESGZEHDALZLERD,
EfEE, TLTAOORELRMEME /20 L2LEND,

ZLTHEEBIZOWTIREG LS, HBHERBRORELZLETLZ2OCEML TELE /=T
VIFEHME L T, 7275EH RoOBRMEN S, FEBESORTEN AR 72 LIEHELT
Wi\, TR 2L, BEEBEIERICIELT LR Tidhdrosz. MBELZBEIET S Z
EEREZDYE, NPT, BBCHEESENRA L EEB LT, EARSOMMOS AN
METOD VI T ELERHLE LTS, HTHRIZESEFEZOMIC L 5
EEBEETHELVWHIMEZBEMTLIENTELEN- M EFEZ T, TNTHAELS
KEHZORFIE, ARFELHEEFEI I FUBRMILEET LV T, FRRENEL
LT, #NEBER, ENEREBNORED FEINTVL, 3510, EFh - 51 - B - M8
T LHERETI R RR LA 2 oL, BURHBIZBE L, RENEEOITE MV 7-305H
AL DHFEINEZREEN= P VIFEZ TV,

FROBENFROTRIZH LIMMERICIE, A7 b= a Y EnE, BEEARA
OBREICHETAMEOER, BEBRCHTAHENRVSERE, Vh—-FoeRELTLY
BHOTERRE E—B2ET 2BHSALONE, 20T, BOERSICBVW T, #EAO
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~NOIKE LTORBRRORE, REHGOERCTALNHOEFOEMR R L, L0 ER
REFBTHHEDAONE, SHIIN—FVHEY, HIREHE Vo 2RENREZD D

KHABRRALTHWAY, bhaall, B - BOEE L Vo 2HBNFERZEAT 5 HHR
Wﬁﬁmié%ﬁ%%@ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁbfwt%ﬁﬂﬁwf@,ﬁ%%-ﬁ%%&@%%%o
T N— b V32D LD 2 ERTOTBEIEEIEIR L Twiz—F, TEEHEI A
HIEAEZ LOBBEICOWT, MEOHBIEA,ILHEA ) ELTWREVWES P,

7272, ZOX) BRWHBHECHTAENA— N Y OZHBYIEE, HEEOPT) T HEE
NTW2EiEnR v, N—= b 34, TIHICLARABLZERTLIL VI KT, AIAR
UA— R BT DL DD o7, 12 TRE] T3, WSREHICH T 2EMER
BITHI12H72), ZOEE, HRWBENMZOATW, ZhiE, AIXRLYI—FI0D

BRI AD, HHRFICHT = OERIZ) TR ONE o722 E2RLT
Who N— ki [REE] Dig, EROA—FEEZ I T TELOHGBWERELY O L) ITED
TV ZORHZbNELENHS ) ™, ZOmIIE, N— b > ORFEHRROLSE
BEBHT 5 L CRELEREZFOIE NV,

&

VOARRIE. BEEEEAE T0EASL (2006 4E5 A 27 H MZIIKSF) %&f‘:%b[l% BIED 9 2B & 7z,
BHAXA Y M EESKBOBEEFIEIORZEY T, WOTHILHA L LIS, AAEXREICBITS
BIETRTEFZIHHZLEEEIETO R,

DON— bV IRAH, BREFLOBETIE6ODN Y7Ly N1 AROB LR AELT VDL, [HKEE] DI
7 BEACOSEE LTRRAZIRBLA S 7Ly b (Barton 1830). BWEHELZHMICLAS> 7Ly b
(Barton 1833) % &V H 5, ik /- 1831 Ei2id. Vv FF ¥ M (Duke Richmond) D4B#BT, #E
FEXOWTOLBERHIEER TS 2To T o N— F Y OEEB LUFEEOBEIIOWTCE, HEER R
RE] BROMHDIFTH, Sotiroff (1952), Sturges (1982) 7§§§$Lb\

VOIRETHA- P OERIE. VA — FYOFBMETEICS 2 - HEE b L ILERSNAONBEITH -
72 U — B BrishEs & i W‘(ﬁ%iol()u%%@lﬁﬁj HIMEIEBICRONLERT. BWEANLT
NTCDOARZHEEE DLV ERDIGEEEL, FEHERBRICEITFREEZ IO LIS E2HmULD
DTH% (Ricardo 1951, 386-97 : 3R, 444-56), % B/3— b ¥ OEMAHICOVTIE, EE (1959) B L UHIL
(1987) ASgEL Ve FmH (2003 5 2005 5 2006) B Ao72EEE 52 Twb,

YOREICOWTIE, BREBELWMY A MEBROZ L, ABTEUBL. COREELLBRBEITI A
&\ Report EWEEET 5o

V1795 E6 A N Yy =D 1T HOHENAE—F AT Y FIZET Y HHEORFEIIOVTE LA
2o LT N OEREMFEAHDPOLEREROFTHEZHOHL, ZRICH L 2VEFICE P L2 TH
FTHEVIAE—F ATy FERXDPRIREN, COFRIGE2, B# - BERZEICI VBB I2 L7
BREFTHRL, KESFHED LIRZFHENIOD 2 RLFHICLBER SN, BB FIZIIZOHR2EEW
WKHERAT2ERER T, EXFROSFLENO—RHE b/t &Nb, AV —-F AT Y FERBHT
T 5 TOREENBEICOWTIE, 5 (1982, 11-17) iE2 %2 2K,

O T UHNRREL 1597 B L1601 FEICHIE SN ERT, 20BOL V55 Y NMIZBIT A EBEOMSE
Brahsd, BAERMIZIZ. OFEEDE2AETHEICIE. BIFNEME 2B LIEERLBA L. ®mEIW
W S (YK, ERFBIEIMVFEIVONRTH o7 TOREBRIFFEEL VS L) BEEoM
HH-72). QIMBIZOWTIIERBITERBEOT. OFBRIEZA S VAR, BN, FELES IOV
TREMREOAERRET L, LI ZEPHEIN TV,
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D RARBEFL T TORBICOVTIE, HEF (1982, 43-45). BB (1966, 106-9) 7 L i BH,

¥ 29y 77tk id, N—brid [REE] % 18174 m 6 HHIC#&E L 7= (Ricardo 1952, 159 : &R, 189 -
90). €9 ThuF, [RE] BRI, BX I RAMEFONENW) ANbhzZ ik b, [IRE) To
FHMEENOF RV, BEHTORXDOFIHTEE S Tws (Barton 1817, 5-7 1 #R, 13-15) DIXZ D0
THH9,

P DT OERITOWTIIRIR (1986, 41-44) % B,

01817 EDEES S M FEOREFERILEIC 25 T TOBRT, KELEELEZ-REFREIE. — &I
INVYFRATHolzb SND (R 1999, 49-53) FMEE CHREFEHRH O DIRREINZIDOH[HRD I b,
BIBLUE20ZNIIOVTIE, 2 VT ADEE (Malthus 1996, 83-7 : iR, 66-8) VMM ICR LN B, &
HWz BI7 EOREETIE, HEHOHF IS TONL 77 Y FOKE SR, BEBIUHHEEOHINIC X
DHREINDZ L, EHRXIDO7 7Y Fid, FOFEZENSE, BE2 LASED [E—DOFE] THY.
[FEAFESEOMB LY HBERPICWMT 54 51F, BEEIUAROEETDH D] (Report, 35, RAHHZ/SN— b
A% TIREE] THIHEL, BEERMWRLZ-HDOE LR, Barton 1817, 7 3R, 14-5) Z &R TEY, A
IAESwmEOBEUELALNS,

W2 I 2EEHOBEBEE. N— ORI AEEHWH O OVTIZAH (2003) 2B,
PRELAIAHSRRABEEICRONS L) 2 RAEHHZBHEL TV 2bIF TRV, R I RUdA72,
FUTRZZTLEOMBHREZHET L-DICEO SN BEED,. BHAFHBHZ2 BT TVEI LR
T 51T ¥4\ (Smith 1789, 137-42 @ #R, 226-36)

BB, Ay — g HoBR (1509 ~ 1547 4F) 1Z0WT, EEMME AN OBBESELEINL, N—
Prck R ORI N T ES (1455-854F) O, HEMNFEROEBRZ EIZLD, BTEOREHN A
bhize 72T ORIL, BEoMMcARNLZRKRETH 7212 00b 63, AORAIZET 2 A TRHIC
Rohizbwvd, wic, #E%¥E4a (1688 4F) @25 18 HARIEE TORM., ZORE»S 19 HEWEE TD
R L BT &N B . T L THBORICIE, FIEEORPE X CAOMNE 2 NICRBETH o 2120 2h
bHY, EEHME. FRUTEEEIEIEL 2oz 8 d (Barton 1817, 7-14 1 R, 14-24),

W ZoIZowTIE, A (2003, 64-5) 2BHEOZ L,

BON= NV IESRHBROEMIC X 2 EBMETES EEEEZFIE TS L) FiE LT A0
YRI5 A REBIEE] (Observations on the Effects of the Corn Laws, 1814) 7 5B[EH L TWw5, IV AIL,
TAYHZBIFAHELOFERIZLY, -0y ROBRYMBIEI~4BIBEELICL22b5 T, &
BEF2EREIC LI b, o72@m TS (Malthus 1970, 105) .

9 BEHEELRETLOREHEROATHY) . EEERIEBRELEVE W) & &, N— b I3 ERSE
FrRARBEIBEVTWEEWVWRED

720, ZOEA A= b OFEBER, BROHRYUEZ SO E S 2, BEICHE T ALEND S,
<NV AE, 1B HALHT IR THEPETIR, BRI D DFEHIC LA EEMEESNZZ L 2RI NN D
RIBICRZIBZ Twh (Marx 1967, 585-6 : #R, 791) 4 ¥ A TIX 18 B0 S EEHGIET LS
LEEZNE, V7 ADKGRIIEHBIND 5.

B REEZOLORHEHEOEBETEASEAEALE oz b, T2 18 HREE~ 19 T D
K2 ToOSEZAOEMEZEBESOKTIE, MBETIEILBEBOMMETHIZHRT 2 HIZoWw T,
Barton (1820) T3H#EVELMmLU LN TV S, .
9 REREASBX ML L TEY, PREFOREEE, &ML TWAZE, FLTAREBENER
DOBHETH o772, LIELIEBEORESLEROWES A SNzl TE, /bl (1966, 246-7) &2,
DN— b RHHEOELD, BEEZEOFIXWIERLNAZ LI LT, RO I IR LTWwB, [ER
OHEFHRRAICLI->THIVICBLELEENON TV AERTREKE . HIVICHFEZRETES % (pas
trop gouverner) £ WIHAEZLDICEDTBL I HIC, EBWCEIFNTH LI WTH A9 ] (Barton 1817, 80:FR,
97),

1834 E DI I IS, BRAMEOBIE R HIRR S SN BO R L &, EEERFRERIZ X 556
HOWEOBEE L THBREINLEZ LISV, 20X REHIEIHEICHLD0D, EHEFAREEICLL
BMEER CPHENRRMAEREEL, DRMEHOFRE#ZICES L WH)HEDFEL TV, 0
HIZDWTIE. (UhI1966, 240-1) % B,

2ZD k) RBEER RBERICBWTHBEO [HEREE] ORIZOETHECDAON ., A2 177,
J—F. 04 F. 0y 774 =V FEVokim& bl [HHEOS%E] 25— [HHNOSE] 2HHAL.
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BN IRIEREFEFOLERLULIE L (FF 2001, iv-v)o 72720, WTFhORmEDZDT 4 Va v
EXABHIIEY B, BREPWEEL THICRELEbETWzbIF TR v,

B Sturges (1982, 367) 2 XAUF, N— b VIIBFFEIEBIOMPIIE (BB T &b - RIADEEE ] Thot
N—bYEED 1833FD/3 7 Ly M THEMIIORNEEZIRY Bo 28, [THEMR] oFZOHRLZSEL. A
PIRD THAR T2 E X121E, BROBKE L/ 0O THVTW -] (Barton 1833, vli) &ik~<Tv5,
WOZOBFIEOVTIRELSH2Y, ROBBVGLH5N B, /A= P VIR I8I8FEICI — 1 v S HkATFL. 55/
FDAA ATIIMIMAEED S5 BINERAAE AT, FEFITKE LK E 272 (Sturges 1982, 370). %
NI IE, BROEROBRICEEEZCODOOWMEDN, TOHRIEGLAEETHLHLEL. LD
THRRBEFEDP O LB LI h B, 1830ED/y 7Ly FTIE, N PV ITYEBOREEE- LA,
EEOMINEI Y EB L TCFOSEITITEEOINIZ > TWA E LT, BELSHH LT3 (Barton 1830, 42),
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